
Regular Meeting 

Town of Preston 

June 4, 2012 
 

The regular meeting was called to order by Commissioner Doug VanDerveer at 7:00 p.m.  Also 

present were Commissioners Nelson Anderson, Shane Dickinson, Gary Waltemeyer and Robin  

Wooters, and Kim Gadow. 

Attendance: Bryan Gadow, Russell Dukes, Michelle Barry, Kathleen Barry, Harold Moxley, 

Robert H. Lorenz, Sheriff Bounds, Capt. Henning, and Town Attorney Walt Palmer. 

Gary made a motion to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Nelson, unanimously 

approved. 

Police Report:  Capt. Henning gave his report for May: 

 there were 89 calls for service 

 28 traffic stops 

 37 traffic violations 

 13 special assignments 

 48 property checks 

 3 bike patrols 

 had training for groups of deputies at the fire house and then went to Dorchester County 

to use their range 

 most calls received on Tuesday and each day between 6:30 a.m. and 2 p.m. 

 the hot spots first would be Tidewater, second is over by Preston Corner Store 

Public Works Report:  Commissioner Anderson read the Public Works report submitted by 

Dale Whitley for May, 2012, who said he: 

 replaced the clogged fitting at 172 Main St. after receiving a complaint that there was 

very little water coming into the building 

 installed fire hydrant at Lednum and Mill St. removed last month  when it was broken 

during a training exercise by the fire department 

 filled in hole between a curb and sidewalk with cold patch to safely navigate the area 

with a wheelchair 

 patched potholes on Railroad Ave. 

 serviced the Town dump truck 

 put out late notices for water bills (52) 

 pulled in the #2 aerator at the lagoon because it quit working and took the motor to Hills 

Electric for repair 

 caulked window frames at 172 Main St. 

 fixed a stop sign at the school 

 cut grass at the park and all other town property, sprayed weeds on all town sidewalks, 

the park and playground and at the lagoon 

Administrative Report:  Kim submitted the following report for May, 2012: 

 Prepared water cutoff notices 

 Met with IWIF representative 

 Finalized preparation for Caroline County Commissioners meeting in town 

 Met with accountant regarding bookkeeping issues/questions 

 Met with David Dalton regarding the town IT needs 
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 Prepared for CCAM dinner in which Preston was the host town 

 Attended CCAM dinner 

 Worked with auditor on this year’s audit 

 Had budget ad placed in the newspaper 

 Met with Maryland Rural Water representative regarding the annual water quality report 

 Prepared and mailed invoices to CCAM attendees for dinner costs 

 Processed:   water/sewer payments, real estate taxes, various other accounts receivables, 

accounts payables, building permits, daily mail, deposits, and payroll 

 Responded to phone/visitor inquiries 

 Sent out violation notices for Cary Malkus 

 Issued dog licenses for Caroline County 

 Corresponded with webmaster regarding website updates 

 Reconciled monthly bank statements 

 Worked on budget preparation for upcoming fiscal year 

 Worked with contractors, residents and building inspectors regarding current building 

permit applications 

 Corresponded with the following: 

o Caroline County Emergency Services regarding grant funds 

o Maryland Department of Assessments regarding tax list 

o Md State Records Management Dept regarding the retention schedule mailed to 

them for approval 

o Another IWIF representative regarding the annual payroll audit 

o Maryland Dept of Planning regarding Local Jurisdiction Annual Report 

Old Business:  Doug asked Mr. Palmer about the Resolution for Annexation and Mr. Palmer 

said he gave it to Kim with changes. 

 Doug also mentioned the revised fee schedule submitted by Bob Lorenz.  He said there 

was a question on the sprinkler system and asked if a Resolution needs to be submitted.  

Kim already had Resolution #2012-0604 prepared and Nelson read it for the first time.  

Doug thanked Bob for his efforts. 

New Business:  Doug asked if everyone had a chance to review the May bills.  Several questions 

were answered and a motion was made by Nelson to accept the bills as presented, seconded by 

Robin  and unanimously approved. 

 Doug mentioned taking the alarm system in the police department and alarming the office 

and meeting room.  The cost would be $475.00 to install the alarm on the office portion, 

with $6.00 per month for the monitoring.  This was discussed at the work session and 

Dave Dalton also recommended it.  Gary made a motion to alarm the office but not the 

meeting room, seconded by Nelson, unanimously approved. 

 Doug mentioned paying off the police department loan for the 800 mhz system.  Nelson 

made a motion to pay it off, seconded by Robin, unanimously approved. 

 Regarding the computer purchase for the office, Doug said Dave Dalton recommended a 

new one for Kim, in addition to the one already approved for Fran.  Gary made a motion 

to purchase another computer, not to exceed $1,600.00 for both, seconded by Nelson, 

unanimously approved. 

 Doug mentioned work for Frank for the summer.  After a discussion, it was decided to 

leave it up to Dale.  If he needs help, he can ask Frank to help him. 
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Doug opened the floor to comments. 

 Mr. Moxley expressed his opinion on charging for sprinkler systems and the new 

building permit charges.  Bob explained the charges to him and said M.D.I.A. handles 

our inspections and their charge would be higher with sprinkler systems.  He also 

complained about the fence in Tidewater. Walt Palmer read Chapter 5, Art. 5 of the Town 

Codes stating the Town has the legal power to repair the fence.  Doug asked if we sent 

out notices on the fence.  Kim said Bank of America owns the property and she called 

and advised them and they said they would send someone out to fix the property.  Doug 

said he would have Dale repair the fence and go from there. 

 Walt mentioned that the Ethics Ordinance will include 90 days to file a written complaint 

from the date of violation, 30 days for the Ethics Commission to reach a decision, and 30 

days after that to have the written results to the person who raised the complaint.  He said 

he also added:  if the Commission finds there is a violation, it is a matter of public record, 

and if it does not find a violation, it is confidential.  Doug said it will be discussed at the 

next work session. 

 Kim said she will e-mail the Legislative Annual Report to the Commissioners for their 

information and Bob can file the report. 

 Russell Dukes said there is a bad dip just past Railroad Ave. on Maple Ave.  Doug says 

Dale ordered hot mix to complete it and the one in front of the school, three areas total.   

 He also said the fire trucks still cannot make the turn properly on Williamson St. because 

the yellow line is too narrow.  Kim said the yellow line on Maple Ave. can only be the 

width of Williamson St., as per State Highway Administration.  Doug suggested we go 

ahead and paint it wider and if State Highway comes back about it, we will paint it white. 

 Gary said the Charter on the website needs to be updated. 

 Doug said the cards for the water software billing will not be out on the next cycle as it is 

still in the works.  However, this cycle will be our last newsletter. 

 Nelson mentioned the employee handbook.  Doug said it will be discussed at the work 

session. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. by a motion made by Nelson, seconded by Robin and 

carried. 

 

       Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

 

       Fran Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 


